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WHAT’ S NEW

Take a look inside our Shakespearean
Inspired Dinner
Saturday 30 April

His Majesty King Henry VIII and Queen Anne presided over a
memorable evening of fun, frivolity and all things Shakespeare to
celebrate the bard’s 458th Birthday, admirably assisted by a troupe
of court jesters (at least I think that’s what the Murray Concert Choir
members were doing!) The prize for best costume went to a very
creative take on Hamlet’s famous quote To Bee or Not To Bee.
Chef Lee whipped up an extraordinary and delicious meal
reflecting the period, and a host of players recited Shakespearean
sonnets and verses.
See more from the evening later in the Newsletter.

TAKE A LOOK INSIDE
Our Shakespearean Inspired
Dinner was a fantastic success.
Check it out!!!

BREAKING THE BIAS
Our International Women’s Day
lunch was hosted by the Social
Gardening Group

HISTORY WALK
Read all about the recent visit to
Bonegilla by Walks Through
History Group

Breaking the Bias
Pauline Harris

In 1910 in New York, 150,000 working women at a
conference proposed that every year in every country
there should be a celebration on the same day each
year designated solely to Women.
In 1975 the United Nations designated March 8th as
the Universal day to celebrate and highlight the
achievements of women across the globe; and, to
focus on the issue of gender discrimination in society.
The colour selected for International Women’s Day is
purple for solidarity. The Mimosa /Wattle flower, a
brilliant yellow like a ray of sunshine, was selected to
represent strength, sincerity and sensitivity. The Motto
for 2022 is #Break the Bias, acted out by crossing
both arms across the chest, as seen in the photo.
The Social Gardener members welcomed 44 men and
women to the luncheon at the GAAC on March 8th.
Each person attending received a purple ribbon to
wear, each ribbon was tied with a knot to symbolise
#Break the Bias. The tables were decorated with
colourful purple and yellow table decorations, flowers
and colourful serviettes. Three pots of yellow
sunflowers tied with yellow and blue ribbon were
placed on the Food table to show our support for the
women and all the people in the Ukraine. Lee served
a delicious lunch of club sandwiches and slices which
everyone enjoyed.

Members of the Social Gardener Group
showcased their talents and contributions to our
community. There were beautiful paintings,
knitting, embroidery, sewing, leadlight, beading
and a display of the Pastoral care and community
projects that members contribute too. We can all
make a difference in this world.
Know strong women
Raise strong women
Be a strong woman
Always be kind.
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History Walk
John Whale

We gathered together at the Bonegilla Migrant Experience Centre and started by heading out through the
back gate to explore Kookaburra Point, a delightful parkland which is surrounded by the gleaming waters of
Lake Hume. The whole area looked particularly spectacular since the lake was over ninety percent full,
which I am informed is a very rare occurrence for this time of year, the result of a particularly wet summer.
We walked past a piece of living history in the shape of a long stone levee, built during the 1950’s when the
dam wall was being raised to increase the amount of water stored in Lake Hume, but which had another
unintended consequence, by forcing the local community of old Tallangatta and their houses to move to
higher ground.
As we headed out along the shoreline, there was a very strong wind blowing and our group watched in awe
as a small sailing boat skimmed across the rough waters, at a rapid rate of knots, heading out towards the
middle of the lake, definitely not for the faint hearted.
After we finished our circuit of Kookaburra Point, we re-entered the Migrant Centre and began our
exploration of the newly established exhibition centre created by the Wodonga and District Historical
Society in Hut 97, a humble dwelling which back in the post war period would have accommodated some
of the original migrants that arrived from war torn Europe, thus helping to create the multi-cultural
community that Wodonga and subsequently the rest of Australia became.
We spent the next hour being escorted by several enthusiastic volunteer members of the Historical Society
in a tour around their fascinating collection and in the process became the very first group of visitors to their
brand-new facility, since the official opening day ceremony had not been scheduled until a week later on
the 6th of April.
The Wodonga Historical Society was formed in 1965 with their stated mission of preserving and recording
as much of the significant local history as possible, a task they have well and truly fulfilled. At their inaugural
meeting one of the attendees suggested that the society’s purpose should be to convince people to:
“Linga, Longer in Wodonga”, a slogan which I think resonates even to this day.
At the conclusion of our tour around Hut 97, we gather together around a table outside the backdoor and
indulged in a range of light refreshments, which included a unique item, namely Ukrainian Layered Apple
Cake provided by one of our rusted-on walking group members, Alwyn Friedersdorff.
It was a truly a wonderful way to end such a memorable day and be warned, I fully intend to repeat this
particular adventure several more times during the rest of the year.”

And some more Shakespeare …

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE’S 458TH
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION
The evening began with a Shakespearian welcome quote,
then Rod invoked Henry V's speech to his men before the
battle of Agincourt in1415 with the twist that "those U3A
members now a bed shall think themselves accursed that
they were not here and hold their manhoods cheap while
any speaks that fought with us upon St Crispin's day".
The food was excellent, especially the desserts, and some
70% of participants dressed as a character or gave an
imaginative nod to one, and Di and Jenny made
identification easy by providing appropriate name tags.
Jenny Schubert did well with the Elizabethan music
arrangement and, although we didn't get to the dancing,
our choristers Don, Ludger and Hugh were conned into
singing for us with Don adding a great off the cuff,
fictitious background story to the song Singing in the Rain.
Some idiot sang "I'm Henry the eighth I am" to great
acclaim.
Robbie Robinson read his favourite sonnet and the Play
Reading group did their bit.
The door prizes were well received although I believe
there will be a wall hanging depicting Stratford on Avon
for sale on gumtree this week. The most inventive costume
as selected by Diana was awarded to Leone Derriman
dressed as a Bee!!
Rod Farr aka Henry VIII

Now, for a real mystery …
This pesky little 9 Bamboo tile was lost 2 Friday’s ago. We
sought it here, we sought it there, but it couldn’t be found.
Then GAAC’s cleaner stumbled across it and put it in a very
safe spot and reported its find.
But – when we went to get it – you guessed it – it was lost again,
gone mysteriously into the ether.
If you happen to find this beautiful little tile, could you please
return it to the office. Without 9 Bamboo an entire Mahjong
set is useless.
Happy searching everyone!

And to get you into a search and find kind of mood … Where’w Wally???

COFFEE MORNING
FRIDAY 27 MAY,
10AM
Come along for an interesting morning with Stephen
O’Connell from Murray Con to hear his talk on Music & Beer
being common to all cultures.
Don’t forget – we are now able to bring food along to share,
so feel free to bring a plate. Biscuits, cakes and slices would
all be fantastic (sadly, no sandwiches, sausage rolls etc
allowed for health and safety reasons).

The Drover’s Wife:
The Legend of Molly Johnson
Movie Review
This movie is a retelling of Henry Lawson’s 1892
short story from an Aboriginal woman’s perspective.
It’s a harsh portrayal of racial violence and domestic
abuse, told against the stunning backdrop of the
Snowy Mountains - an engrossing multilayer thriller
which shows the violent reality facing isolated,
pioneering women. Harsh, heart-breaking, but so
worth a look.
Check out the trailer…
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHtZiI7qik4

